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Department of English 
GENERAL ENGLISH, Semester-T(w.e.f. 2017-18) Semester-End Examination under CBCS Pattern 

I. Answer the following questions in 150 words each: 

Unit-1(Prose) 

(Or) 

PART-A 

1. a) Discuss the main focus of Gardiner's essay "On Shaking Hands". 

b) Justify the title of the lesson 'Not just oranges'. 

Unit-2(Poetry) 
2. a) Critically appreciate the poem "Ode to Autumn". 

(Or) 
b) Describe the male exploitation in the poem I am not that Woman"? 

Unit-3(Short Story) 

(Or) 

Max. Marks: 60 

3. a) How gossip and miscommunication was dependable in "The Boy Who Broke 
the Bank"? 

b) What is the central theme of the story "Half a Rupee Worth"? 

Unit-4(0ne Act Play) 

(Or) 
4. a) What is the theme of the play The Proposal' by Anton Chekhov? 

c) Write about symbolism in the play The Proposal' by Chekhov? 
Unit-5(Language Activity) 

5. a) Write a composition using the hints given below: 

5x8=40 

TV.----a powerful medium of the twentieth century-..-scen in almost all 
middle class families-----they entertain, educate and enlighten----films, 

serials,songsetc-----news, quizzes, education programmes, etc for 

knowledge ------depends upon the way used should be aware of its bad 
effects---should be a slave to us ---n0t a master 



(Or) b) Read the following paragraph and answer the questions that follow. 
I was born into a middle-class Tamil' family in the island town of Rameswaram in the erstwhile Madras state. My father Jainulabdeen, had neither much formal education nor much wealth, despite these disadvantages, he possessed great innate wisdom and a true generosity of spirit. He had an ideal helpmate in my mother, Ashiamma I do not recall the exact number of people she fed every day, but I am quite certain that far more outsiders ate with us than all the members of our own family put together. i) Write the synonym of 'erstwhile' 

ii) What are the disadvantages mentioned in the passage? iii) Who possessed great wisdom and generosity? iv) Who used to feed outsiders along with the family members? 
PART-B 

II. Answer any FIVE questions from the following: 6. Why do some people hesitate to shake hands with others? 
7. What kind of life did mother and girl lead? 
8. How did Keats describe the activities of autumn season? 
9. Summarize the poem I am not that Woman". 
10. What aspects of life in small towns do you find in the story The Boy Who Broke 

the Bank"? 

11. Why did Lomov want to marry want to marry his neighbour, Natalia? 
12. Change the following sentences from Active Voice to Passive Voice. 

a) Ravi has posted the letter. 
b) Who wrote this poem? 

c) Close the door. 
d) The boy is eating a mango. 

13. Change the following sentences as directed: 

5x4-20 

a) She said �It may rain".( into Indirect speech ) 
b) Radha said to her mother, "I am watching TV" (into Indirect speech ) 
c) He asked me whether I was new to that place. 
d) The librarian asked us to be quiet.( into Direct speech ) 
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